Upper extremity neuropathies following median sternotomy.
The status of 958 patients who underwent median sternotomy between January, 1978, and May, 1981, was analyzed. Fifty-four patients had an upper extremity neuropathy. Among 38 patients who underwent further evaluation, motor and sensory nerve conduction studies localized the injury to the level of the elbow in 13, to the brachial plexus in 10, and to both locations in 6. Ninety-two percent of these 38 patients were asymptomatic 3 months after operation.